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Wexler Gallery is Expanding
in Philadelphia and New York

to Showcase Art and Design

by Benjamin Genocchio

DESIGN
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!! is poing to b pretey :.':u:iljng," 5ays Lewis Wexler, as

I t he walks me through plans for a massive new gallery
in Philadelphia slated 1o open in spring 2023 — an

1 L.OOO square foot former pretzel factory at 1811 Frankford Avenue

in the edgy Fishiown neighborhood. The new gallery building is

designed by DIGSALL the architecture firm that recently designed

the new home of The ':.:J.a}r Studio, a ceramics atelier, educational

and exhibition space in l:'hi].ulrﬂphi.fﬁ mein_}:lcm area.

Lewis can't wait to talk about the atrinm. “The first floor will
have exhibition EpaCe and stora e, The exhibition space is mot super
la rpe but we can showcase picces in a more interesting way — we
are cutting a hole in the ceiling to create a 35 foot high Hoor wo
ceiling central exhibition space, with offices up on the second
floor. This will allow us to show x‘iruu“}' .311:.-'[]1111_}: ala rge
sculprure or lighting from ceiling o floor”

The roof is on the building and right now Wexler says they are

o Fi.]'ll-'_"L 1J'|1.' concrete E-.lli:"::l]'ﬁ- ‘:l:-l.'l'l'l crole ﬂ-l.'l"l.'I'J'S IMICAn W "i'!"l.'l']'lll. J'I.l‘r'l'.‘
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Forbidden Garden, curated by Rodniey
Lawrence, September-December 2022,
objects,” he says. The current Wexler Gallery Mew York

L Worry J.I.'.IIZ:ILI‘I d "Pr"l'."iﬂj'll

limitation for exhibition

gallery has a wooden floor

and basement storage, meaning there is a weight restriction. “With
the new concrete floor we have Wiy ITHOTE latitude on what we can
show and no limitations on the scale.”

In dc—signing and |:ujl~:ling the new cx]und::d space, Wexler SaYS
he was responding in part to the needs of his artists. But also
issuing them a r_']:u.al]r:[:ng_',r:. “We are {luing_', it to accommodate the
scale of much new work, but also piving artisis an opporiunity o
do picces thar can scale L and that we wouldn't have been able o
show previously,” he says, adding “lighting in particular has
become more ambitious in scale and materials.” He J'l::-]:H:-s that the
space will inspire artists to create things that are “impactful.”

Wexler Gallery opened in 2000 in Philadelphia and in 2018

expanded its presence to New York with a gallery in the New
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Mew Works / Wew Space, January-April 2022, Weder Gallery Mew York.

Botanica: Insplred by Mature, May-August 2022, Wexler Gallery Mew York.
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York Design Center at 200 Lexington Avenue.
“A gallc:r_'r in Mew York allows us to serve
existing New York clients, but to also enpage
with new clients,” he 5AYE. “We knew it was
important to have a Mew York presence. We
picked the location because Jim Druckman is
such an amazing landlord. It was a no-brainer
to be there afier meeting with him — he is so
enthusiastic about design.”

Since its inception, the gallery has presented
work b}' both -:lc-signm and artists and, co-owner
Sherri Apter Wexler says, has never drawn a hard,
fast distinction between the two — in this regard,
the gallery was way ahead of its time. " The gallery
program :Llw;a_'.-'s mixed art and d::sig:n and ln:la}r
the lines berween the two fields have never been
less defined. This year we exhibited vintage
tapesiries ]:r}r Hc]g[an artist _I:m Yoors, and modern
Alfrican design by Jomo Tariku, both new artists
for the gallery.”

Lewis and Sherri bepan their carcers working
in galleries and later auction houses. “The best
art and design,” Sherri believes, “challenges
labels and coexists in different discip]cs” and for
that reason the gallery has always had a
commitment not only to mixing art and design
but supporting the most ambitious
contemporary creativity — what can be
described as the CIMErgEing talent c:J_l.nd:l].r. “The
magic for us as dealers,” she 5AVS “is discc:-vcring
new talent and sharing it with our collecrors,
asking them to consider how the work can be
[:lcrcci\rr:cl as art, :|::5[g|1 or both at once.”

The New York {:allcr}r, run IJ]." Care Andrews,
continues to ch :Ll]cngc and dtf}' labels with a
constant and ch anging mix of art and dcsign
itemns. “1 can't concentrate on one thing,” Lewis
says, it lacks the excitement of doing multiple
things at one time. We have always played with
design and fine art and are active in the secondary
market for art and in the auction world.” He even
took a year and half off, a few years back, o
concentrate more on private high end dealing of
CONEEMPOrary art.

Lewis and Sherri have also been experimenting
in the Mew York gallery with inviting contempo-
rary interior designers o curate exhibitions and 1o
exhibit their own work. “We had a show Rodney

Lawrence curated and it was really successful and
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Oin the Swrfoce, lanary-April 2023, Weder Gallery Mew York.

Rodney created a couple of picces that we showed in the Salon +
Art and Desipn ,” he says. “Jean Michel Frank and designers of
their cl;.i_'.-' created 1]1'mg5 that are now coming up at auction, lung_
after having gone straight into a private home. We have an interest
in giving interior designers an opportunity to show their designs o
the general public.”

What Lewis is most excited about right now are a couple of
the new artists that IZI'.I-E}" are shuwiug. “We believe [I'.I-E}" are
really important and are poing to have a positive trajectory in
the marketplace,” he says. One is the Ethiopian-American
artist and industrial designer Jomo Tariku, a pioneer of
modern African design whose first collection, launched in
2017, received rave reviews in multiple publications. Beauty,
-;:rnf:smans]‘tip and culture combine to imbue his creations

with striking visual power.

Tariku worked for the World Bank for many years and
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Mew Work by Wendell Castle; Works on Paper by Churck Close, lanuary-March zo08,
Wadler Gallery Philadelphila.

committed himsell to sculprure and fumiture laie in life. “He is
one of a kind,” Lewis says, “he's smart, humble, has an amazing
talent, he is a2 unicorn!” Tariku ]J-mduﬂ:d some furniture for the
new movie Black Panther and has been collected by museums
throughout the country. He also had a successful showing in
December at Desipn Miami where his work sold out.

Harry Morgan is another artisi-designer that Lewis and
Sherri believe deserves more attention. The 28 -yea r-old
graduated from Edinburgh College of Art in 2014 and since then
has exhibited widely throughout the UK and internationally and
won several top prizes. “He combines glass and concrete, and
that juxtaposition of materials is really exciting,” Lewis says. The
results resemble blocky peometric chunks of igneous rock
formations, icicles or sta.J:Lgl:nil:r:s, hnﬂ:ri.ng_ somewhere between
sculpture, art, and design. Defying all catepories, they perfectly

encompass the gallery and its vision.
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